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enable the English girls in that town to have their share of the fun, for they thought nothing of a six-hours' journey in the train with the prospect of a dance at the end of it.
Sir Robert Hart, the Inspector-General of Chinese Customs, also did much to liven up Peking. He gave dances generally on the night after Sir Ernest's so that the same girls, by staying over the night with their friends in Peking, could enjoy both.
Sir Robert Hart was a great " character " and a most remarkable man. Though married, with a large family living in London, he had abandoned his home ties and lived exclusively in Peking, where all his interests were. When we knew him he had been resident there for over forty years. He was the organizer and chief administrator of the Chinese Customs, over which he had been appointed Inspector-General as far back as 1861. He also took a great hand in Chinese politics and, being absolutely master of their language, could meet the officials on their own ground.
He rendered many services to his adopted country. Thus, after the Franco-Chinese War of 1882, which degenerated into a guerilla warfare lasting till 1885, Sir Robert, on behalf of the Chinese Government, successfully carried through the peace negotiations with the French.
When all had been arranged, he called at the Tszungli Yamen and, gravely addressing the assembled Ministers, said : " Nine months ago you authorized me to open
negotiations for peace in your name, and now-----"
t( The baby is born! " broke in one of the Ministers before he could proceed any farther. He used to chuckle as he told me that yarn,PEKING                            85
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